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INFORMATION PAPER

SUBJECT:  H.R. 3447, “Department of Veterans Affairs Health Care Programs Enhancement Act of 2001.”

1.  ISSUE:  This Act amends Title 38 of the United States Code.  The Act enhances the authority of the Secretary of Veterans Affairs to recruit and retain qualified nurses for the Veterans Health Administration, to provide an additional basis for establishing the inability of veterans to defray expenses of necessary medical care, to enhance certain health care programs of the Department of Veterans Affairs, and for other purposes.

The Short Title of this Act is the “Medical Education for National Defense in the 21st Century Act.

2.  DISCUSSION:

a.  ARMY POSITION:  See below under each Section of Act.

b.  TAKING POINTS:

(1).  Title I - Enhancement of Nurse Recruitment and Retention Authorities:

(a).  Recruitment Authorities:  No Comment.

(b).  Retention Authorities:  No Comment.

(c).  Other Authorities:  No Comment.

(d).  National Commission on VA Nursing:  No Comment.

(2).  Title II - Other Matters:

(a).  Service Dogs for Veterans With Certain Disabilities:  No Comment.

(b).  Health Care for Certain Low-Income Veterans:  No Comment.

(c).  Capacity for Specialized Treatment and Treatment and Rehabilitation Needs of Disabled Veterans:  Before implementation of this Provision of the Act, the DVA should coordinate this Section of the Act with DOD (HA) to ensure compliance with the National VA/DOD Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) regarding the above subject needs of disabled veterans, and the transfer of such patients from the Military Health  the DVA 

MCHO-CL-MPR

SUBJECT:  H.R. 3447, “Department of Veterans Affairs Health Care Programs Enhancement Act of 2001

Care System to the VA Health Care System.  There should also be coordination with the DVA regarding this Act, and the National VA/DOD Memorandum of Understanding on the use of and provision of prosthetic and sensory aids to disabled veterans.

(d).  Provision of Chiropractic Care and Services to Veterans:  Concur.

(e).  Funds for Field Offices of the Office of Research Compliance and Assurance:  No Comments.

(f).  Major Medical Facility Construction:  Should be coordinated with DOD (HA) where major MFT construction is being considered in VA/DOD Joint Venture Construction Project Sites between the VA and DOD (HA)

(g).  Special Telephone Services for Veterans:  No Comments.

(h).  Re-codification of Bereavement Counseling Authority and Certain Other Health-related Authorities:  No Comments.

(i).  Extension of Expiring Collection Authorities:  No Comments.

(j).  Personal Emergency Response System for Veterans With Service-Connected Disabilities:  Before implementation of the Provisions of this Section of the Act, this Provision should be coordinated with DOD (VA) to assure the smooth transition of all veterans with service-connected disabilities from DOD (HA) MTFs to the VHA VAMCs.

(k).  One-year Extension of Eligibility for Health Care of Veterans, Who Served in Southwest Asia During the Persian Gulf War:  Concur.
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