Standards Update

New standards for January 2005 will be reviewed as of July 1, 2004, but will not be scored until January1, 2005. 

· New standard dealing with patient flow: What has leadership done to assess patient flow in their organization? Example is: overcrowding in ER waiting rooms and the length of time it takes to be seen. 

· New infection control standards  

· New standard on compounding sterile fluid in pharmacy.  Will be assessing environment around the area where fluids are compounded.  Refer to USP-NF-797.

· New National Patient Safety Goals for 2005:

· Need to reconcile medications before a patient leaves the hospital: check chart against physician orders and patient’s medical history for duplication of medication orders and/or possible drug interactions.  

· Timely reporting of critical lab values to a responsible LIP.

· Environment of Care: Life Safety will be much stricter than before – more information to follow.

