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SAMPLE APPOINTING LETTER TO A SPECIALTY LEADER


										5830


										Ser/





“FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY: LITIGATION/ATTORNEY WORK PRODUCT”





From:  [name of Specialty Leader]


To:	 [name of Specialty Reviewer] 





Subj:    SPECIALTY REVIEW ICO [insert subject line from the                                    	  


            investigation]





Ref:	 (a) BUMEDINST 5830.1





Encl:    (1) Specialty review format





1.  You are appointed to provide technical assistance and conduct a specialty review of the care rendered in the matter under investigation.  ________________________, the investigating officer, will provide you with a copy of the factual portion of the investigation and other documents needed to prepare your review.  As indicated in reference (a), the purpose of your participation is to assess the care provided and assist Government attorneys in defense of an existing or anticipated medical malpractice claim.





2.  Your review shall be conducted in the format provided in enclosure (1) and shall discuss the standard of care at the time of the incident.  You must objectively evaluate and state whether or not that standard was met based upon accepted medical practice and literature.  Your review should not include opinions


concerning whether a claim should be denied or settled.





3.  Your review should be completed within 30 days of receipt of the investigation from the investigating officer.











						S. P. LEADER


						CAPT, MC, USN


						Specialty Leader for [specialty]
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										5830


										Ser/





“FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY: LITIGATION/ATTORNEY WORK PRODUCT”





From:  [Specialty Reviewer]


To:	 [Investigating Officer]


Via:	 [Specialty Leader]





Subj:    SPECIALTY REVIEW ICO [insert subject line from the                                    	  


            investigation]





Ref:	 (a) [Specialty review appointment letter]


	 (b) BUMEDINST 5830.1





Encl:    (1) Curriculum Vitae


	 (2) [cited articles]


	 (3) [investigative report]


 	 


1.  Per references (a) and (b), this specialty review has been prepared to assess the care provided in the matter under investigation and assist Government attorneys in defense of an existing or anticipated medical malpractice claim.





2.  Relevant Facts.  [Set out the facts as they pertain to the matters under review, identifying providers involved, including their practice area and employer.]





3.  Standard of Care.  [Describe, citing appropriate literature, the standard of care at the time of the incident.]





4.  Standard of Care Determination.  [Discuss how the standard of care was met or breached.  If the standard of care was breached, identify and discuss how specific providers or specific systems or equipment deviated from the standard of care.]





5.  Injury/Causation. [Identify and discuss the nature, extent, and prognosis of any injury and its relationship to a breach of the standard of care.]





6.  Remedial Measures.  [If appropriate, make recommendations of actions necessary to prevent a reoccurrence of this event.]





7.  Miscellaneous.  [Identify and discuss any other relevant issues.]


	





                                     


                                                        [SIGNATURE]








Enclosure (1)				2


									         BUMEDINST 5830.1


									         29 Sep 97





Blind copy to:


MED-01, 02, 03, 04, 05, 06, 07, 08, 09, OOHC, OOMC, OOMSC, OONC, OODC, OOP, OOQ, OOIG
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