Ministry In a Combat Environment

A chaplain an officer who, in all circumstances, is a non-combatant.  In combat, the chaplain performs the functions of religious ministry, including the spiritual care of the wounded and dying as well as for prisoners of war.

When captured and imprisoned, special status is accorded under the Geneva Convention, which permits the chaplain to continue ministry among fellow prisoners of war.

In recognizing the professional character of the chaplains, the Department of the Navy provides chaplains with enlisted assistants called Religious Program Specialists.  These enlisted chaplain assistants provide administrative support, serve as vehicle drivers, and guard the chaplain’s life in combat.  The Religious Program Specialist is a very important link between chaplains and service personnel in the religious program within the Department of the Navy.  Together, the chaplain and Religious Program Specialist comprise a Unit Ministry Team.

As a non-combatant, the chaplain does not carry a weapon at any time.

The following two links will provide you with instructional material on the role of a chaplain in a combat environment.   

