Optometry Retention Bonus (ORB)

NAVADMIN 172/03 announced the authorization for Optometry Retention Bonus.

Optometry Retention Bonus eligibility criteria: 

· Medical Service Corps officer below paygrade O-7; 

· Is a licensed Optometry Officer;  

· Is on Active Duty (AD) under a call or ordered to AD for a period of not less than one year;

· Is not undergoing an internship or initial residency training; is not under obligation for government sponsored education (including service academy training, ROTC, Health Services Collegiate Program (HSCP), Health Professional Scholarship Program (HPSP), or Health Professions Loan Repayment Program (HPLRP); 

· Must execute a written agreement approved by BUMED.

Payment is an annual lump sum after execution of a multi-year contract and on/about the anniversary date of the contract. The amount of the annual award shall be $6,000 per year of the contract. The length of obligation will be two years of service from the date of the contract served concurrently with all other obligations. 

M1-32 authorizes ORB upon verification of eligibility. To receive ORB the member must submit a request to M1-32, via their commanding officer.

Program Retention:


Officers executing contracts via this program that effectively extend their current separation date will be held to that new established ADO except by valid waiver. Requests for resignation, release from Active Duty or voluntary retirement will be disapproved except when considered to be in the best interest of the Navy. An offer to repay the full sum of ORB funds DOES NOT constitute a basis for early termination of an agreement.


An agreement may not extend beyond a legislated mandatory separation or retirement date for age or service, unless subject officer’s separation or retirement has been deferred in advance of agreement execution or the officer is in a retired recall status. Such an agreement is erroneous and subject to full recoupment.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ’s)

Q. What is ORB?

A. ORB is a discretionary pay and is not an entitlement for MSC officers on active duty who are licensed Optometry Officers. 

Q. How do I become eligible? 

· Medical Service Corps officer below paygrade O-7; 

· Is a licensed Optometry Officer; 

· Is on Active Duty (AD) under a call or ordered to AD for a period of not less than one year; and

· Is not undergoing an internship or initial residency training; is not under obligation for government sponsored education (including service academy training, ROTC, Health Services Collegiate Program (HSCP), Health Professional Scholarship Program (HPSP), or Health Professions Loan Repayment Program (HPLRP); 

· Must execute a written agreement approved by BUMED.

Q. When does ORB become effective? 

A. Initial effective date is 1 August 2003 or any date thereafter that the officer desires to establish as their effective date. POSP must be terminated upon death or separation from active duty.

    Chief, BUMED may terminate or deny at anytime an Optometrist’s entitlement to ORB. Reasons for denial/termination may include but are not limited to loss of privileges, court martial convictions, violations of UCMJ, failure to meet or maintain eligibility requirements, or for reasons that are in the best interest of the Navy. If entitlement to ORB is terminated, the officer shall be paid on a pro rata basis, the portion served up to the official date or terminating.

Q. Who approves ORB? 

A. M1-32 authorizes ORB upon verification of eligibility. To receive ORB the member must submit a request to M1-32, via their commanding officer.

Q. Why did my ORB stop? 

A. ORB is a two-year contract, member must request the bonus in writing via Commanding Officer. Failure to do so will result in termination of ORB.

Q. If I fail the PFA, will I lose my special pay?
A. PFA should not be used to determine a member’s eligibility for special pays, unless the Commanding Officer feels that there is cause to believe the officer is physically unqualified to perform his or her professional duties.

Q. Where can I find more information about ORB?
A. BUMED Special Pays website: https://bumed.med.navy.mil/m1/sp%20apply.htm
