Notification of Changes Made Between Surveys


Accreditation is neither automatically transferred nor continued if significant changes occur within the organization. When significant changes occur, the organization must notify the Joint Commission in writing not more than 30 calendar days after such change is made.  The organization must also notify the Joint Commission in writing if it opens or closes any units or services.
When an organization offers at least 25% of its services at a new location or in a significantly altered physical plant, the organization must also fill out and submit to the Joint Commission Part 2: Basic Building Information of the Statement of Conditions™ (SOC) Compliance Document, Part 3E or 3F of the Statement of Fire Safety (SFS), and Part 4: Plan for Improvement, should Life Safety Code® deficiencies be present (for a copy of the SOC, visit the Joint Commission's Web site at http://www.jcaho.org, select Accredited Organizations, then your accreditation program, then Standards, and then Statement of Conditions™). Failure to provide timely notification to the Joint Commission of these changes may result in the loss of accreditation. 

Mergers, Consolidations, and Acquisitions

In the case of a merger, consolidation, or acquisition, the Joint Commission may decide that the organization responsible for services must be resurveyed or initially surveyed.  Barring exceptional circumstances, the Joint Commission continues the accreditation of the organization undergoing the kind of changes described above until it determines whether an extension survey is necessary.
Note: When an accredited organization acquires another organization and an extension survey is conducted, the survey findings resulting from the extension survey would be maintained separately from, and would not be reflected in, the accreditation decision acquiring organization for 12 months following the acquisition.  After the 12-month period, any outstanding standards compliance problems in the acquired component(s) would be reflected in the accreditation decision of the acquiring organization. 

